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Workshops held in Oppdal, Voss and Meraker in Norway highlighted key needs and challenges faced by farmers
in mountain rangeland areas, and helped launch the Norwegian DIGI-Rangeland network. Regarding how to
improve practices and management in extensive ruminant systems, participants pointed to low profitability,
labour and time constraints, and increasing documentation requirements. They stressed that today’s digital tools
are fragmented and called for lower-cost, practical technologies and better integration and data sharing between
apps and platforms to reduce administrative burden and support better decisions. The second topic discussed
was how to facilitate the use and sharing of rangeland areas with different stakeholders. Farmers described
conflicts linked to the right to roam, loose dogs, tourism pressure, cabin development and wild carnivores, and
asked for clearer rules, better public knowledge, improved dialogue with other land users and authorities, and
strengthened grazing rights, alongside more effective local predator management. The last topic discussed was
how to develop and promote products and ecosystem services from rangeland systems. Participants highlighted
low product prices (including wool) and negative or uninformed attitudes toward grazing animals, and
emphasised the need for stronger communication, visibility and marketing that explains the cultural, landscape
and climate value of grazing, while recognising that different rangelands require different grazing solutions.
Insights from the workshops will guide future co-creation so project activities respond to farmers’ priorities.
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Figure 1. Stakeholders in the 1INW in Norway (photo: NIBIO, Anne de Boer)
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Lise Grova (NIBIO)

This practice abstract is produced as part of the DIGI-Rangeland project. Although the author has
worked on the best information available, neither the author, nor the EU, nor the SERI shall in any
event be liable for any loss, damage or injury incurred directly or indirectly in relation to the project.
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