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Farmer-led insights on digitalisation in extensive 
rangeland systems 
The first Romanian National Workshop (NWS1) of the DIGI-Rangeland project brought together livestock 
farmers managing High Nature Value (HNV) grasslands to explore the role of digital technologies in extensive 
systems. Held at Ferma Cătean (Brașov County), the workshop focused on identifying real needs, challenges, 
and barriers from a farmer perspective. 

Discussions showed that farmers are open to digital tools, particularly where these can reduce administrative 
burden, improve pasture management, and support product marketing. However, adoption remains limited due 
to high costs, poor connectivity in grazing areas, lack of practical training, and limited access to local technical 
support. 

Across all thematic areas, participants emphasised that tools must be simple, affordable, and adapted to small-
scale farms. In farm management, there is a need for basic digital record systems and offline-capable tools. In 
land use, farmers highlighted the importance of accessible mapping solutions and better communication 
between land users and authorities. In marketing, there is growing interest in digital promotion, but a clear need 
for skills development and guidance. 

A key finding is that digitalisation cannot be addressed in isolation. Farmers stressed that technology should 
support, not complicate, their work, and that peer learning, demonstration activities, and local advisory support 
are essential for uptake. The workshop confirms that successful digital innovation in rangelands depends on 
combining simple technologies with training, trust-building, and solutions grounded in real farm conditions. 

 

 

Figure 1. First national workshop, Ferma Cățean, Rotbav, Brașov, România 
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