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A workshop in Switzerland brought together 21 participants (farmers, advisors, researchers, veterinarians, and
representatives of agricultural organisations) to identify needs and challenges related to the adoption of digital
technologies in rangeland systems. Regarding how to improve practices and management of extensive
livestock farming systems, participants expressed the wish for a tool connecting grass growth with weather data.
Another key challenge identified was parasite transmission between different livestock herds as well as wildlife
and the need for earlier disease detection. The second topic discussed was how to facilitate the use and sharing
of grazing land among different stakeholders. Participants emphasised the need for better communication and
coordination between farmers and other actors to improve mutual understanding and reduce conflicts. The third
topic focused on the development and promotion of products and services. Participants noted that grazing is
taken for granted by Swiss consumers. Rangeland products are difficult to differentiate from other products due
to the complex labelling system leading to low consumer awareness and limited willingness to pay extra.
Participants expressed a need for greater transparency regarding the extent of grazing, clearer communication
of grazing benefits as well as a simpler, more automated documentation of grazing activities. Finally, participants
identified key barriers to the adoption of digital technologies, including high costs, poor network coverage, limited
accuracy, and a lack of integration between systems. In addition, many technologies were seen as insufficiently

adapted to Swiss conditions.
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Figure 1. Alpine farming in Switzerland

The workshop took place online.
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Nora Granacher, Agridea.

This practice abstract is produced as part of the DIGI-Rangeland project. Although the author has
worked on the best information available, neither the author, nor the EU, nor the SERI shall in any
event be liable for any loss, damage or injury incurred directly or indirectly in relation to the project.
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